
April Reading Packet  Name ___________________________-___ 

Directions:  
1. Read the questions to the passage first. Be sure to underline the key words in each 
question.  
2. Read the passage and underline and mark up the passage by asking one Question, 
making one Connection, one Prediction, one Clarification, and one Evaluation.   
3. Circle any unfamiliar words as you read.  
4. Answer the questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.  Go back to 
the text to find the information that will help you answer the question. 
5. Repeat the steps for the rest of the passages. 
 
“Nature’s GPS System” 
1. In ¶ 2, why does the author describe the loggerheads as “wind-up toys”? 
2. Underline and label the sentence that suggests that baby turtles are not taught to swim 
by their mothers. 
3. In ¶ 3, read the sentence: “In one experiment, a team of scientists filled a four-foot 
wide tank with saltwater.” Why does the author include this sentence in ¶ 3? [Choose one 
of the following and complete the sentence.] 
to explain why scientists …  to contrast different experiments … 
to introduce an example of …  to introduce the main conclusions of … 
4. How does the author make a connection between ocean conditions and conditions in 
the laboratory experiment? 
5. What is the key idea that the details in ¶ 4 support? 
6. How are magnetic fields and GPS devices similar? 
7a. Describe the author’s tone in this article. (amused, serious, passionate, informative, 
concerned, persuasive, angry, optimistic, pessimistic, skeptical) 
7b. Why did the author write this article? [Choose one of the following and complete the 
sentence.] 
to express a belief that …   to persuade readers that … 
to provide details about …  to entertain readers with … 
to argue passionately that …  to express hope that … 
to convey a doubt that …   to share her fears that … 
8. Underline and label the sentence in ¶ 2 that weakens the author’s argument that baby 
turtles use magnetic fields to navigate. 
 
“A Pair of Silk Stockings” 
9. In ¶ 6, find the word bout.  This “loaded word” suggests that the shopping trip will be 
… 



10. Why does the author compare the silk stockings to a “tiara of diamonds”? In other 
words, what effect is the author trying to create by this comparison? 
11. Mrs. Sommers’ plan for using the money helps the reader understand that Mrs. 
Sommers is what kind of person? 
12. Which detail in ¶ 3 best supports the inference that Mrs. Sommers’ family does not 
have much money? 
13. Recall the story of Adam and Eve.  Eve is tempted by a serpent to eat the forbidden 
fruit.  How is Mrs. Sommers tempted in this story? 
14. How does the location or setting of the store give Mrs. Sommers a sense of freedom? 
15. The last paragraph contains dramatic irony.  The reader begins to realize something 
about Mrs. Sommers that she does not even realize about herself.  What does the reader 
begin to realize about Mrs. Sommers in the last paragraph? 
16. Write a three-sentence summary of the story. 
 
“Cars Without Gasoline Are Here.” 
17. Reread ¶ 1.  Underline and label the comparison made in this paragraph.  What is the 
author trying to show by making this comparison? 
18. What is the meaning of the word hybrid as it is used in this article? 
19. Underline and label the sentence (in ¶ 1-4) that suggests that forces outside the auto 
industry are pushing for “green” technology. 
20. Enlarge and complete this graphic organizer on your separate sheet. 
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21. Claim: New technologies are changing the way modern automobiles are fueled.  
Which paragraph is made up mostly of details that do not support this claim?  
¶ 2;    ¶ 4;    ¶ 5;     ¶ 6;    ¶ 7 
22. Underline and label the detail from ¶ 7-8 that supports the idea that the limited range 
of the electric car is a problem that can be overcome. 
  



Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow. 

Nature's GPS System 
by Jasmine Obenshain 

1 Scientists have finally determined how tiny baby loggerhead turtles are able to navigate a course 
across the Atlantic Ocean and back again. The turtles use the earth's natural magnetic field patterns as a 
guide. These patterns direct the turtles to stay within the Atlantic gyre during their migration. The Atlantic 
gyre is a huge circular current of warm water. This ocean-wide current moves clockwise from the East Coast 
of the United States across the North Atlantic. It then flows south along the coasts of Spain and Africa before 
curving west to complete the circle. 

2 After they hatch on shore, baby loggerheads scurry like wind-up toys into the sea and swim toward 
the warm-water current. Once they locate the current, they stay with it for years, enticed by the warm waters 
so abundant with food. The turtles' migration takes years and carries them on an 8,000-mile voyage around 
the Atlantic. If a turtle leaves the rich food stores of the warm-water current, its chances for survival are slim. 

3 These findings are the result of several years of experimentation and study. In one experiment, a team 
of scientists filled a four-foot wide tank with saltwater. They surrounded the tank with copper coils. The 
copper coils replicated the range of magnetic fields found in different parts of the Atlantic. They then placed 
70 baby loggerheads in the tank. Each turtle was outfitted with a miniature bathing suit attached to a harness. 
The harnesses were connected to a mechanical arm. Like a weathervane, the arm pOinted to the direction the 
turtle was swimming. 

4 Each turtle was exposed to one magnetic field related to a specific part of the ocean. The team found 
that whenever turtles were in a magnetic field like that which exists naturally in the Atlantic, they 
immediately swam in a direction that would keep them in the warm current. For example, when turtles were 
exposed to magnetic conditions that mimicked those along the coast of Spain, the turtles turned south as if 
following the course taken by the warm current. Magnetic conditions representing those in the mid-Atlantic 
caused the turtles to swim west-northwest. Swimming in this direction would keep them in the current. 

S From this and other studies, scientists were able to conclude that loggerhead turtles are born with an 
innate sensitivity to magnetic fields. These fields serve as open-ocean guides, filled with information the 
turtles use for navigation and positioning, much like the GPS, or global positioning systems, used by today's 
modern navigators. 



Read the story. Then answer the questions that follow. 

from A Pair of Silk Stockings 
by Kate Chopin, 1876 

1 Little Mrs. Sommers one day found herself the unexpected possessor of fifteen dollars. It seemed to 
her a very large amount of money, and the way in which it stuffed and bulged her worn old porte-monnaieI 
gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for years. 

2 The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly. For a day or two she walked about 
apparently in a dreamy state, but really absorbed in speculation and calculation. She did not wish to act 
hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret. But it was during the still hours of the night when she lay 
awake revolving plans in her mind that she seemed to see her way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of 
the money. 

3 A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie's shoes, which would insure their 
lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so many yards of percale2 for 
new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended to make the old ones do by skillful 
patching. Mag should have another gown. She had seen some beautiful patterns, veritable bargains in the shop 
windows. And still there would be left enough for new stockings-two pairs apiece-and what darning that 
would save for a while! She would get caps for the boys and sailor-hats for the girls. The vision of her little 
brood looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives excited her and made her restless and wakeful 
with anticipation. 

4 The neighbors sometimes talked of certain "better days" that little Mrs. Sommers had known before 
she had ever thought of being Mrs. Sommers. She herself indulged in no such morbid retrospection. She had 
no time-no second of time to devote to the past. The needs of the present absorbed her every faculty. A vision 
of the future like some dim, gaunt monster sometimes appalled her, but luckily tomorrow never comes. 

5 Mrs. Sommers was one who knew the value of bargains; who could stand for hours making her way 
inch by inch toward the desired object that was selling below cost. She could elbow her way if need be; she had 
learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with persistence and determination till her turn 
came to be served, no matter when it came. 

6 But that day she was a little faint and tired. She had swallowed a light luncheon-no! when she came 
to think of it, between getting the children fed and the place righted, and preparing herself for the shopping 
bout, she had actually forgotten to eat any luncheon at all! 

1 porte-monnaie: a small pocketbook or wallet for carrying money 
2 percale: a kind of fabric usually used for making sheets and clothing 
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7 She sat herself upon a revolving stool before a counter that was comparatively deserted, trying to 
gather strength and courage to charge through an eager multitude that was besieging breastworks of shirting 
and figured lawn. An all-gone limp feeling had come over her and she rested her hand aimlessly upon the 
counter. She wore no gloves. By degrees she grew aware that her hand had encountered something very 
soothing, very pleasant to touch. She looked down to see that her hand lay upon a pile of silk stockings. 
A placard nearby announced that they had been reduced in price from two dollars and fifty cents to one dollar 
and ninety-eight cents; and a young girl who stood behind the counter asked her if she wished to examine 
their line of silk hosiery. She. smiled, just as if she had been asked to inspect a tiara of diamonds with the 
ultimate view of purchasing it. But she went on feeling the soft, sheeny luxurious things-with both hands 
now, holding them up to see them glisten, and to feel them glide serpent-like through her fingers. 

8 Two hectic blotches came suddenly into her pale cheeks. She looked up at the girl. 

9 "Do you think there is any eights-and-a-half among these?" 

10 There were any number of eights-and-a-half. In fact, there were more of that size than any other. 
Here was a light-blue pair; there were some lavender, some all black and various shades of tan and gray. 
Mrs. Sommers selected a black pair and looked at them very long and closely. She pretended to be examining 
their texture, which the clerk assured her was excellent. 

11 ''A dollar and ninety-eight cents," she mused aloud. "Well, I'll take this pair." She handed the girl a 
five-dollar bill and waited for her change and for her parcel. What a very small parcel it was! It seemed lost in 
the depths of her shabby old shopping-bag. 

12 Mrs. Sommers after that did not move in the direction of the bargain counter. She took the elevator, 
which carried her to an upper floor into the region of the ladies' waiting-rooms. Here, in a retired corner, she 
exchanged her cotton stockings for the new silk ones which she had just bought. She was not going through 
any acute mental process or reasoning with herself, nor was she striving to explain to her satisfaction the 
motive of her action. She was not thinking at all. She seemed for the time to be taking a rest from that 
laborious and fatiguing function and to have abandoned herself to some mechanical impulse that directed her 
actions and freed her of responsibility. 



Read the passages. Then answer the questions that follow. 

Cars Without Gasoline Are Here 
by Caroline Rialto 

1 People often feel as if the use of a gasoline engine has been integral to the automobile for as long as 
cars have been on the road. Justifiably, this makes people resist change. They feel that if the gasoline engine 
disappears, automobiles will never be as fast, safe, or comfortable as they are now, much like people must have 
felt as the car replaced the horse-drawn carriage. 

2 But in fact, the first automobiles were really locomotives modified with tires. They were powered 
mostly by steam engines. Some early cars ran on strange fuels like gunpowder and coal gas. And some early 
cars were even powered by simple batteries and electric motors. 

3 So the history of the early automobile is a history of changing technology, and of trying things and 
seeing if they work. Today, technology is changing because political and environmental concerns are forcing 
manufacturers away from the gasoline engine. The Earth's survival depends on our response to energy issues 
today. Plus, the price of gas is rising, which means new technologies must be invented to utilize other forms of 
energy. Because of these factors, we are experiencing a return to that glorious era of experimentation. In the 
same way as early automobile inventors, we're trying things and seeing if they work. 

4 Biodiesel is a chemical very much like the diesel fuel that trucks and some cars use. But instead of 
being made from crude oil, it is made from renewable sources such as vegetable oil or animal fats. Biodiesel 
can provide much better fuel efficiency than gasoline. It can be made anywhere. Plus, many cars that now use 
diesel can be converted to run on biodiesel, so biodiesel could be very cost-effective. 

5 Ethanol is another fuel-based alternative to gasoline power. Bioethanol, made from many common 
crops grown in the United States, could be a main fuel for the future of transportation. Ethanol is already 
added to fuels to reduce the amount of gasoline our cars consume. 

6 Another set of alternative technologies uses natural gas or locally made biogas to power cars. Though 
natural gas is itself a fossil fuel, it burns very cleanly, so it does not pollute as much as gasoline. Biogas, made 
from decomposing organic matter, is a more environmentally conscious choice that has the same advantages. 

7 Hybrid technology allows another route to gasoline-free driving. A hybrid car uses a small 
conventional engine, but gets added power through one or more electric motors linked to a set of batteries. 
The batteries are charged by excess power from the engine and from energy recaptured from braking. The 
electric motor supplements the conventional engine during peak loads, often providing full power at low 
speeds. The conventional engine takes over at higher speeds, often around 30 miles per hour. The most 
successful commercial hybrids today use a gasoline engine, but the technology could easily be used with 
biodiesel, bioethanol, or biogas to provide a fossil-fuel-free transportation technology. 

8 So far we've been looking at vehicles that represent small improvements. But some new technologies 
are more boldly changing the face of motoring. The fully electric car does away with the conventional motor 
altogether, using only electric motors and battery packs. However, the limited state of battery technology 
today means that such vehicles rarely have real-life ranges of more than 100 miles. They can also take many 
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hours to charge up. But there is another option. The plug-in hybrid is very much like normal hybrid 
technology, but it adds the capacity to be charged from a wall plug like an electric car. That way, drivers can 
charge the cars overnight and have them ready in the morning. Such vehicles generally use the electric motor 
almost exclusively until the battery pack is exhausted. This means that the car may use little fuel or no fuel at 
all during shorter trips. 

9 Batteries are heavy. And, as we've seen, they have short range and long charging times. If we want 
to avoid pollution completely, there are two revolutionary fuel technologies also being deployed. For short 
trips inside of cities, vehicles powered off of compressed air could be valuable. Such a vehicle would emit 
no pollutants. It could be pumped up at stations throughout the city and would provide ample power for 
urban environments. For longer trips, hydrogen could be used as a fuel. Hydrogen can be safely stored in a 
compressed tank or incorporated into cutting-edge materials. It can be combined with oxygen from the air to 
produce energy that can be used to power a car. The only emission from a hydrogen-powered vehicle would 
be pure water. Plus, hydrogen is the most abundant natural element in the universe, so there is plenty of 
it around. 

10 Future road cars will combine many of these technologies to provide maximum efficiency. But one 
thing is certain: Cars will surely get better for the consumer. 



Are "Green" Cars Really All That Green? 
by Nathan Filton 

1 Today, alternative energy is the buzzword of the nation. Millions of dollars of research money are 
going into so-called "green" technologies that are supposed to be more environmentally friendly. Although it 
is nice to think that we can save the planet by driving "green" cars, that simply isn't true. We cannot get 
something for nothing. 

2 As prices of gasoline have risen higher and higher in recent years, companies and consumers have 
begun to take interest in alternative fuel technologies, and although some of these technologies have many 
advantages, they are not positive across the board. Companies are always going to sell their products as the 
next big technological advance. It is important that people know the problems and risks of these changes. 

3 Three main techniques can be used to make cars more "green." The first is to use renewable fuels. The 
second is to simply produce the energy elsewhere and store it in batteries. The third is to use hydrogen, which 
appears to be completely non-polluting. While all of these sound great, none of them are perfect. 

4 Gasoline is a fossil fuel, the product of thousands of years of decaying vegetation. We drill it up from 
the ground in its crude form, refine it, and sell it. But fossil fuels aren't being replenishedl as quickly as we use 
them. Instead, we can use biofuels, which are fuels we have created out of renewable resources. But biofuels are 
not quite as good as they sound. Although they can replace fossil fuels in our cars, they still pollute similarly. 
Although biofuels may be able to save us from dependence on foreign oil, they won't keep our cities smog-free. 

S The production ofbiofuels presents its own challenges. Take the example of ethanol, much of which 
in use today comes from corn. This doesn't seem like a bad thing because there is a lot of corn grown in this 
country, and corn is certainly renewable. But the more corn is used to make biofuels, the less there is to eat. 
And because of all of the industry uses of corn, many farms that used to grow wheat or other food products 
have switched to growing corn for ethanol, which has caused price increases on many foodstuffs. As if that 
weren't enough, corn is also a "needy" crop, and growing it consumes many natural resources. A lot of 
research is going into making bioethanol and biodiesel from waste products, such as corn husks, or other, 
friendlier crops such as sugar beets. Some companies are even investigating using algae to create such fuels. 
But as it stands, biofuels are compromised. 

6 Another "green" strategy, producing the energy elsewhere and storing it in batteries to be used later, 
misses the major issue. An electric car doesn't directly use any fossil fuels, but that energy has to come from 
somewhere. Often, it comes from coal, itself a fossil fueL Though "clean" coal plants are on the rise, coal-based 
electricity plants still produce much pollution of their own. True, it's easier to reduce the emissions and 
increase the efficiency of one large power plant than thousands of cars. But until a majority of our power plants 
are made to pollute less, electric cars simply shift the energy generation from one damaging source to another. 

7 An additional, and often overlooked, problem with electric and hybrid cars is with the batteries 
themselves. The mining operations that provide the metals for many of these batteries are some of the most 
polluting mines in the world. And when the batteries eventually die, disposing of them is a challenge. They are 
too hazardous to be disposed of in landfills, and the nickel they're made from is not easily recycled. Plus, even 
if they could be safely thrown away, landfills are already bursting to overflowing with trash from homes 
and businesses. 

1 replenished: replaced 
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8 This leaves one last option: truly clean fuel. Hydrogen, reacting with oxygen, produces only water 
vapor and electricity. It sounds perfect, but the problems are with production and distribution. Although it is 
often said that hydrogen is "abundant" because it is the most common element in the universe, that isn't true 
on Earth. There is very little pure hydrogen on Earth; it is mostly tied up in other chemical compounds. 
Creating hydrogen separated from these compounds is not economically practical, or even scientifically 
possible in some cases. This means that much of the hydrogen used today for fuel is extracted from fossil fuels, 
the stuff we're trying to avoid in the first place. This doesn't really address the real issue of a limited supply of 
such resources. Hydrogen is also difficult to transport, and would require a whole new system of filling 
stations that is unlikely to ever be built. 

9 If all this weren't bad enough, there's one more complication to the gasoline-free car: Modern 
automobiles contain more and more plastic than ever before. And from where does that plastic come? 
Primarily it comes from crude oil, the same place we get gasoline. The second major source is corn, and we've 
seen its problems already. If we intend to really produce green vehicles, we have to start thinking about using 
green materials as well as responsible fuels. 
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