
The Pigman Reading Questions.     Name ______________________ 
 
Answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Be sure to answer all parts of the 
question.  These are thought-provoking questions.  Take your time and think carefully 
as you anwer.   
 
Section 0ne   Chapters 1-5 
1. How does John feel about school? How did he act on his feelings when he was a 
freshman? How does he act on them now? What does this change in his behavior tell 
you about him? 
2. What does Mrs. Jensen think of Lorraine? Does Lorraine share her opinion? Explain. 
3. Describe the telephone prank that John and Lorraine play on Mr. Pignati. How does 
John feel during the prank? How does Lorraine? What do their feelings suggest about 
each of them? 
4. Why does Mr. Conlan install a lock on the family telephone? How does John 
respond?  What do their actions suggest about their relationship? 
5. How does Mr. Pignati treat John and Lorraine during their first visit? Why does he 
treat them this way? 
 
Section Two  Chapters 6-8 
1. Why does Lorraine dislike the Baron Park Zoo? In what ways is her life similar to 
that of the zoo animals? 
2. Briefly describe the three omens that Lorraine refers to in chapter 6. What do the 
omens have in common? 
3. What is so unusual about Mr. Pignati’s best friend? What does Mr. Pignati’s choice 
of friend suggest about his life? 
4. What does Mr. Conlan want John to do for a living? How does John feel about the 
career choice? Why? 
5. What lie does Mr. Pignati tell about his wife? In your opinion, why does he lie? 
Support your opinion with evidence from the novel. 
6. How does Mr. Pignati react when the salesclerk thinks that Lorraine is his daughter?  
What does the reaction tell you about Mr. Pignati’s feelings for Lorraine? 
7. (Evaluate and Connect) Book reviewers have praised the realism of the dialogues in 
The Pigman. Do you agree with the reviewers? Do the dialogues, or conversations, 
seem real to you? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Section Three  Chapters 9-11 
1. Why is Norton so curious about Mr. Pignati? How does John react to Norton’s 
questions?  Why? 
2. How does Mrs. Conlan feel about John’s drinking and smoking? Do you think John is 
right to blame his parents for his bad habits? Is John at all to blame? Explain. 
3. What do John and Lorraine confess to Mr. Pignati? What does he confess to them?  
What does their willingness to confess to each other suggest about their relationship? 
4. What happens to Mr. Pignati while he is roller-skating? How does Lorraine react to 
the  incident? How does John react? Are their reactions what you expected? Explain. 
5. When and why do John and Lorraine pretend to be Mr. Pignati’s children? Do you 
think  that they would actually like to be his children? Why or why not? 
 
Section Four  Chapters 12-5 
1. In chapter 12, John starts to care about how his hair and clothes look. Whom does he 
want to impress? Why? 
2. When Lorraine recalls her candlelight dinner with John, she says, “it was as if I was 
being told about . . . something beautiful waiting just for me.” What do you think that 
“something beautiful” is? 
3. Briefly describe Lorraine’s nightmare about Mr. Pignati’s “pig room.” What incident 
does the dream foreshadow? 
4. Why is John so upset when Norton breaks Mr. Pignati’s porcelain pigs? What do the 
pigs represent, or symbolize, to Mr. Pignati? 
5. Why are John and Lorraine arrested? How do their parents react? 
6. Why does John think about his father when Mr. Pignati dies? 
 


